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DETAILED ACTION 



Responsive to Unsigned Declaration has been received/acknowledged and entered as paper no. 3. 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mori (U.S. 



Regarding claim 1, Mori discloses a print server (computer 20 also serves as a print 
server, fig. 1, col. 2, lines 56-67, col 3, lines 60-67 to col. 4, lines 1-15 and col. 11, lines 18-31) 
apparatus capable of receiving a print job to be printed from an information processing apparatus 
(computer 20, fig. 1) through a network (network 60, fig. 1), the printer server apparatus 
comprising: 

(1) reservation job management means (print data memory 44 for storing print data for a period 
of time, job management table 1, fig. 2, col. 4, lines 4-65, the print data is deleted after the 
reservation time is expired, col. 4, lines 4-65) for storing, in a memory, reservation job data 
prepared by uniting print data to be printed by a printing apparatus (printer, fig. 1) and print job 
information (print job information table 1, col. 4, lines 40-50), received from said information 
processing apparatus (computer 20, fig. 1), and managing said reservation job data (print data 
memory 44 stores reserved print data, col. 4, lines 4-66) even after completion of the printing 
process by said printing apparatus (the print data also remains in the storage device 44 even after 
the printing is completed, col. 4, lines 4-66); and 
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(2) output control means (CPU, fig. 3) for outputting the reservation job data managed by said 
reservation job management means to the exterior (outputting the reserved data to the printer 
upon receiving the re-print request from the client, col. 4, lines 4-15 and col. 5, lines 38-50), 
according to a request for re-printing (col. 4, lines 4-15 and col. 5, lines 38-50) received from 
said information processing apparatus. 

Regarding claim 2, Mori further discloses a print server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said reservation job management means is adapted to reserve the reservation job data 
transmitted from said information processing apparatus for a designated period (reserving the 
print data for certain amount of time, col. 4, lines 30-65) and to delete said reservation job data 
from said memory after the lapse of said designated period (deleting the print data after the 
reserved time is expired, col. 4, lines 56-67 and col. 7, lines 48-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Mori further discloses a print server apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising discrimination means (CPU 21, fig. 3) for discriminating whether the 
management of said reservation job data by said reservation job management means is possible 
(CPU 21 of computer 20 determines whether the new print data can be store in the storage 
device, col. 6, lines 58-67 to col. 7, lines 1-16), in response to a request for reservation from said 
information processing apparatus; wherein said reservation job management means executes 
reservation and management of said reservation job data in case said discrimination means 
identifies that the management of said reservation job data is possible (col. 6, lines 58-67 to col. 
7, lines 1-16). 

Regarding claim 4, Mori further discloses a print server apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein, in case said discrimination means identifies that the management of said reservation job 
data is not possible (the storage device is full, col. 6, lines 58-67 to col. 7, lines 1-15), said 
reservation job management means registers and manages the print job ID and the reservation 
job size (job name and its capacity, table 1, col. 4, lines 50-67), requested for reservation, in a 
reservation waiting list (if the capacity of storage device is full, the CPU 21 of computer 20 
deletes the oldest print data and/or the print data with retention period is expired to allocate 
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memory space; therefore, a waiting list is not necessary, col. 4, lines 55-67 to col. 5, lines 1-38 
and col. 6, lines 58-67 to col. 7, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 5, Mori further discloses a print server apparatus according to claim 4, 
further comprising detection means for detecting a registerable print job ID by comparing the 
available capacity of said memory with the reservation job sizes registered in said reservation 
waiting list (comparing print job sizes with memory storage device capacity, col. 4, lines 55-67 
to col. 5, lines 1-38 and col. 6, lines 58-67 to col. 7, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claims 6-7, Mori further discloses a print server apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reservation job management means manages print data of a device-dependent 
data format and intermediate data of a device- independent data format (it is known in the art that 
the print server of Mori can stores different print formats, such as PDF, EMF, RAW data, JPEG, 
and etc.); and in case the location of printing indicated by a re-print request received from said 
information processing apparatus is a printing apparatus of a type same as that of the printing 
apparatus executing the original printing, said output control means outputs the device-dependent 
print data managed by said reservation job management means to the exterior, but in case the 
location of printing indicated by re-print request received from said information processing 
apparatus is a printing apparatus of a type different from that of the printing apparatus executing 
the original printing, said output control means outputs the device-independent intermediate data 
managed by said reservation job management means to the exterior (it is known in the art that 
the print server of Mori can stores different print formats, such as PDF, EMF, RAW data, JPEG, 
and etc., and the printers of Mori also can also print different print data formats, col. 4, lines 4- 
67). 

Regarding claim 8, Mori discloses an information processing apparatus (computer 20, fig. 
1) for generating print data to be printed by a printing apparatus through a network (network 60, 
fig. 1), the information processing apparatus comprising: 
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(1) print data generation means (computer 20 generates the print data using via application 
program, fig. 2) for generating the print data to be printed by said printing apparatus (printer 10, 

fig- 1); 

(2) reservation data generation means (computer 20 generates the reservation time (i.e., delete 
time of table 4, col. 4, lines 26-67) for generating reservation job data consisting of said print 
data and print job information based on said print data and to be reserved after the completion of 
the printing process of said print data by said printing apparatus (the print data also remains in 
the storage device 44 even after the printing is completed, col. 4, lines 4-66); and 

(3) transmission control means (a cable connecting to a network 60, fig. 1) for transmitting the 
reservation job data, generated by said reservation data generation means, to a print job 
management apparatus through the network (network 60 incorporated a print server, fig. 1, col. 
2, lines 42-67, and one of the computer 20 of fig. 1 can be served as a print server, col. 11, lines 
17-32). 

Regarding claim 9, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus according 
to claim 8, further comprising condition designation means for designating a reservation 
condition (i.e. delete time, table 1, col. 4, lines 26-65) for causing said print job management 
apparatus to reserve the reservation job data. 

Regarding claim 10, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein said reservation condition is a period of reservation (i.e. delete 
time, table 1, col. 4, lines 26-65, a print data will be deleted after a period of reservation is 
expired, col. 4, lines 26-65). 

Regarding claim 11, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein said reservation condition is a number of printing times (deleting 
after a prescribed number of times, col. 14, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claims 12, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein said reservation data generation means generates reservation data 
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including said print data of a device-dependent data format and intermediate data of a 
device-independent data format (it is known in the art that the print server of Mori can stores 
different print formats, such as PDF, EMF, RAW data, JPEG, and etc., and the printers of Mori 
also can also print different print data formats, col. 4, lines 4-67). 

Regarding claim 13, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 12, further comprising: acquisition means for acquiring a list (table 1, col. 4, 
lines 40-50) of managed reservation data from said print job management apparatus; and re-print 
designation means (requesting for re-print, col. 5, lines 40-50) for designating the reservation 
data to be re-printed from said acquired list of the reservation data. 

Regarding claim 14, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 13, wherein, in case of receiving the intermediate data from said print job 
management means according to a re-printing instruction by said re-print designation means, 
print data generation means corresponding to the printing apparatus to be used for re-printing is 
selected among plural print data generation means, and the print data for said printing apparatus 
to be used for re-printing are generated from said intermediate data (it is known in the art that the 
computer 20 of Mori can generates different print formats, such as PDF, EMF, RAW data, JPEG, 
and etc., and the printers of Mori also can also print different print data formats, col. 4, lines 4- 
67). 

Regarding claim 15, Mori further discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 14, wherein the print data generated at the re-printing of the intermediate data 
are reserved again (col. 10, lines 5-62) as the reservation job data in said print job management 
apparatus. 

Regarding claims 16-22: Claims 16-22 are the method claims corresponding to the apparatus 
claims 1-7 (respectively). The method claims are inherent and included by the operation of the 
apparatus claims. Please see claims rejection basis/rationale as described in claims 1-7 above. 
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Regarding claims 23-30: Claims 23-30 are the method claims corresponding to the apparatus 
claims 8-15 (respectively). The method claims are inherent and included by the operation of the 
apparatus claims. Please see claims rejection basis/rationale as described in claims 8-15 above. 

Claims 31-37, 46-52 corresponds to claims 1-7 except computer readable memory medium for 
storing program is claimed rather that printing system or data output apparatus. All computers 
have some type of computer readable memory medium (RAM, fig. 3) for storing computer 
programs, hence claims 31-52 would be rejected using the same rationale as in claims 1-7. 

Claims 38-45, 53-60 corresponds to claims 8-15 except computer readable memory medium for 
storing program is claimed rather that printing system or data output apparatus. All computers 
have some type of computer readable memory medium (RAM, fig. 3) for storing computer 
programs, hence claims 31-52 would be rejected using the same rationale as in claims 8-15. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

(1) U.S. 5970228 to Nezu, discloses an apparatus/method for printing system wherein the clients 
generate the print data and transmit to the print server. The clients also request the print server to 
reserve the print data for certain amount of time; and if the period of reservation is expired, the 
server automatically deletes the print data (Figs. 2-33, cols. 3-6, cols. 15-20, and cols. 25-30). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L Pham whose telephone number is (703) 305-1897. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on (703)308-7452. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thierry L. Pham 





